THE BRITISH 


Poe Sr A NT. 


No. IV.—APRIL, 1845. 


CONTENDING FOR THE FAITH. 


“ It was needful for me to write unto you and exhort you 
that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which was once 
delivered unto the Saints.”—(Jude.) 

By some persons we have been admonished that the 
best way of refuting error is simply to preach the truth ; 
and we have been reminded that the immortal Bacon 
declared that if the light of knowledge could only find 
an entrance through one chink, it possessed such an 
expansive power that it would eventually expel dark- 
ness. This doctrine sounds very well in declamatory 
speeches, when the minds of the audience are carried 
on by the eloquence of the speaker, but it will not bear 
the test of sober examination. The human intellect 
ordinarily cherishes no natural enmity against philo- 
sophical truth; but so ingrained and so deadly is its 
hostility against revealed truth, that when it was per- 
sonified in our incarnate Lord and Saviour, it was 
rejected with abhorrence and crucified. The simple 
question which we have to decide is, whether we ought 
to follow the examples of the prophets, apostles, and 
the blessed Jesus himself, or to obey the advice of our 
dnti-controversial friends. No one who believes in the 
inspiration of the Bible can maintain that Isaiah, or 
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the apostle Paul, erred in entering into controversy with 
the Jews and heathen. If the aphorism of Bacon be 
true in religious matters at the present day, it must 
have been equally true 2000 years ago. But, according 
to this theory the prophets acted unwisely in censuring 
and exposing the folly and impiety of Jewish idolaters ; 
and the apostle Paul was guilty of gross indiscretion in 
adverting to the superstition of the Athenians and the 
errors of the Judaizing teachers among the Galatians. 
As it would be preposterous to admit such a notion, 
notwithstanding our admiration of Bacon’s genius, we 
feel ourselves impelled by a sense of duty to tread in 
the footsteps of our inspired teachers. The Apostles 
and primitive Christians and the early fathers, Clemens 
Alexandrinus, Origen, &c. made war upon every false 
system. The Waldenses, Wickliffites, Lollards and 
Hussites strenuously assailed the errors of the Papal 
church. Luther and the Reformers urged a war of 
extermination against Romish idolatry and superstition. 
When infidelity reared her Gorgon head at the close of 
the 18th century, the ablest Christian divines of all 
denominations repelled her assaults. Socinianism has 
been ably refuted by the champions of truth belonging 
to all the Reformed Churches. In the East, Swartz, 
Martyn, and a hundred other missionaries have contro- 
verted the errors of Heathenism and Mahommedanism. 
Why are we to be so lenient to Romanism at the present 
day in England? The lofty pretensions and grasping 
ambition of the Church of Rome are supported by 
great erudition, subtle craft, deep policy, extraordinary 
talent, unwearied labours, and invincible perseverance. 
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She represents herself as being the only true church, 
and as alone possessing the marks of unity, catholicity, 
sanctity, and apostolicity. She affirms that the voice 
of orthodox antiquity is universally in unison with her 
doctrines. She boasts that she possesses an unwritten 
divine word, which possesses equal authority with that of 
the written word of God. She describes herself as the 
only true bride and the only truly apostolic church— 
and her advocates denounce the reformed religion as 
heresy; her publications blacken the characters of 
Luther, Knox, Calvin, and the other reformers, and 
villify the martyrs of the Church of England. Some 
of the ablest Romish controversialists, the Rev. Mr. 
Macguire, for instance, jumble together the Baptists, 
Independents, Moravians, Methodists, and Presby- 
teridns with the wildest enthusiasts and fanatics :—are 
such calumnies and misrepresentations to be left un- 
answered, and, because unanswered, to be deemed by 
the mass of the population of England, unanswerable ? 
We must loudly protest against so delusive an opinion. 

If, instead of being censured for exposing Romish 
superstitions, and combatting Romish errors, we were 
reminded that it was our duty to controvert only ina 
Christian spirit, and to avoid all uncharitableness, and 
rancour; we should unhesitatingly admit the force 
and propriety of such an admonition. Undoubtedly, 
much grace, great watchfulness, a benign spirit, com- 
prehensive love, and heartfelt compassion for their 
erring brethren are needed by all who enter’ the arena 
of religious controversy. None should be more humble, 
more dependent upon divine teaching and grace, more 
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earnest in prayer, or more desirous to proceed with a 
single eye to promote the glory of God and the salva- 
tion of souls, than those who contend earnestly for 
the faith once delivered to the saints. But it is one 
thing rightly to perform a most arduous duty, and it is 
another thing wholly to neglect it; and we would 
solemnly and earnestly invite the watchmen of Israel, 
as those who are to render an account of their guar- 
dianship of the souls committed to their care, to their 
God and Saviour, to sound the trumpet throughout the 
land, and to warn and protect their numerous flocks 
against the seductions of Romish emissaries, and the 
deadly corruptions and iniquities of the Papal Church. 


VIGILANTIUS AND HIS TIMES. 


(Continued from p. 57.) 


St. Martin of Tours, we are informed, was born at 
Saboria in Pannonia, in the year 317, but received his 
education in Italy. At eighteen he was baptized. He 
exposed himself to the resentment of the Arians, by 
whom he was nearly scourged to death, by vindicating 
the doctrines of the Holy Trinity. ‘“ He enjoyed the 
friendship and instruction of Hilary, Bishop of Poic- 
tiers, and in order that he might remain near him, he 
resolved to adopt the rules of the ascetics, and to esta- 
blish a monastery near Poictiers. This was the first 
regular conventual institution in France. In the year 
371, Martin was appointed Bishop of Tours, not by a 
regular and canonical election, but by the acclamation 
of the people, and against the judgment of some of the 

. bishops of the province.” ‘‘ He built churches at 
Lanzey, Sonne, Amboise, Clupeau sur la Cher, Tournon, 
and Candes, and resolutely opposed the spirit of reli< 
gious intolerance, which was now becoming too common 
in the Christian Church.” It is well observed by our 
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learned and Christian author, that “the history of this 
extraordinary man is like a beacon which displays a re- 
volving light, illuminated on one side, and dark on the 
other. Its illuminated side is a symbol of encourage- 
ment and guidance ; its dark side of danger and alarm; 
so Martin is to be considered as an example which 
speaks in the language of caution—Beware!” 

As is usually the case, his austerities, his squalid ap- 
pearance, his great outward show of devotion impressed 
the multitudes who observed him, with the most extra- 
vagant notions of his sanctity. He was believed to be 
a worker of miracles, and he seems himself to have 
encouraged the delusion, whilst he circulated the parti- 
culars of the most astonishing visions, which he had 
witnessed. ‘* Nothing was too extravagant for the 
credulity of the congregations over which he presided. 
It was believed that the least morsel of his raiment, the 
simple mention of his name, or the touch of his cloak, 
would heal sickness.” 

‘« At one time, it was the boast of Martin that no woman 
had ever touched him, and it afterwards sadly perplexed 
some of his disciples that he should have received the 
attentions of the Empress, the consort of Maximus, 
when she prepared a cell for his reception, gave him 
water for his hands, and dressed the food which he eat, 
They were afraid that it would derogate from the purity 
of his character, and be alleged as an example for other 
saints, to permit the too near approach of womanhood 
within the sacred circle of their presence.” From what 
follows, it is evident that Martin either became visionary 
and lightheaded through his austerities, and that his 
sleep was disturbed by fantastic dreams, to which he 
gave a too easy credence, or that already the doctrine of 
pious fraads was beginning to prevail among the Church 
dignitaries of the fourth century. “ Martin was in the 
frequent habit of discoursing on the attacks to which he | 
was exposed by Satan and his angels. He related, that _ 
on one occasion a form stood before him in the midst 
of a halo of: soft and purple light; he was arrayed in 
royal vestments; a diadem of gold and jewels was upon 
his head; gold sandals bound his feet ; his countenance 
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was benign and serene, and nothing could be more tn- 
like to Satan than that resplendent presence. ‘ It is 
Christ whom thou dost behold,’ said the vision, ‘I am 
come to manifest myself unto thee.’ Martin was silent. 
* Martin, wherefore dost thou doubt? I am Christ.’ 
‘The Lord hath not foretold that he will come clothed 
in purple and crowned with gold. I will not believe in 
the presence of Christ unless he appears as the crucified, 
and exhibit the marks which he received upon the cross.’ 
Immediately the apparition vanished, and left such a 
stench bebind him, that it was quite evident it was the 
devil. This relation Sualpicius declares he received from 
Martin’s own mouth. Well might the wise and good of 
of that day protest, as they did, against the fables, with 
which Sulpicius, in his blind confidence in the veracity 
of Martin, degraded the annals of the Christian Church. 
Martin’s example of deceiving others, was soon followed 
by his disciples, one of whom, a catechumen, whom he 
had pretended to raise from the dead, gave this revolt- 
ing account of his own death and resuscitation. ‘ He 
used to tell us,’ said Sulpicius, ‘that his spirit was‘con- 
ducted before the tribunal of the eternal judge, and was 
about to receive his sad sentence, when two angels sug- 
gested that this was the soul for whom Martin had been 
praying. Whereupon he was ordered to be taken back 
by these two angels and to be restored to Martin and to 
life.’ Mr, Gilly truly observes, ‘Martin may have been 
a truly devoted servant of God, before his brain was 
disturbed; he may have been charitable, forgiving, and 
kindhearted ; but we cannot recognize the true self- 
denying spirit, or humility of heart in a man who in 
after life built his reputation of sanctity upon pious 
frauds of this kind, nor can we feel a sympathy for 
that species of holy zeal, which a Christian ascetic ex- 
hibits in common with the Hindoo Faquir, by frightful 
austerities and macerations.’ 
"The influx of corruption in the primitive Chureh 
is thus truly described, p. 37. ‘Power, wealth, 
character, and learning, as well as virtue and sanctity, 
were now on the side of the Christians. Unfortunately, 
however, for the purity of faith and doctrine, there was 
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a prevailing tendency on the part of the most eminent 
bishops and professors of the Gospel to render prosely- 
tism more general, by bringing Christianity, on some 
points, down to the level of heathenism, when their aim 
ought to have been to extinguish the last embers of 
superstition. That the votaries of Polytheism might be 
conciliated, it was thought expedient to leave as many 
of the old popular superstitions in practice, as might be 
varnished over and adapted to Christian worship. That 
violence might not be done to long cherished habits and 
prejudices, certain helps to devotion, to which the people 
were accustomed, were reserved: such as images, pic- 
tures, processions, relics, pilgrimages, votive offerings, 
incense, expiatory performances and self-inflicted bodily 
penances. These were now by the consent of Christian 
theologians, not only tolerated as a concession to long- 
established usages, but in many cases they were urged 
upon the observance of the new proselytes, as merito- 
rious performances.” Mr. Gilly might have added that, 
what with the widespread and desolating heresy of 
the Arians, the strife arising from the Donatists in 
Africa, the springing up of the fanatic Anthony and 
his followers in the deserts of Egypt, and the introduc- 
tion of heathen ceremonies and practices, the Nicene 
age, to which Romanists and Tractarians are wont to 
refer as the golden age of the Christian Church, was, 
in point of fact, the era in which commenced the reign of 
apostacy, doctrinal corruption, fanaticism, and baneful 
superstition. From that epoch until the Reformation 
the two witnesses may be said to have prophesied in 
sackcloth. 
(To be continued.) 


THE WORLDLY WISDOM OF POPERY. 


THERE is a wisdom and intelligence in the whole 
frame and structure of Popery, which laid its founda- 
tion deeper, and reared its superstructure higher than 
is dreamt of in the philosophy of those who are less 
wise in their generation. The empire over the human 
mind is not all that such a system has contemplated ; 
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but its peculiar object and province is the soul of man. 
It enslaves and desots not merely his mental, but his 
spiritual and moral faculties ; and addresses itself to 
him not only as an earthly and rational, but as an im- 
material and immortal agent. However corrupt, un- 
scriptural, or even antiscriptural, may be the kind of 
religion it proposes to him, it still assumes to derive 
the sanctions of that religion from the highest source ; 
and it enlists in its cause the most powerful motives 
which can affect the heart. It engages his conscience 
on its side, though not till that conscience has been 
blinded and perverted ; and it influences his fears by 
the awful sufferings of a future state, viz. Purgatory, 
which has no existence in the religion of the Bible. It 
establishes a worship of forms and ceremonies which 
has been repeatedly demonstrated to be substantially a 
refined idolatry; and for the purpose of setting up this 
idol-worship, it has virtually renounced one of the Ten 
Commandments. It proposes a creed so fascinating in 
its aspect, so accommodating in its requisitions, and so 
well adapted to the corrupt propensities of our fallen 
nature, that its followers, like the guests of Calypso, 
are content to quaff the cup of abominations which it 
presents to them, even at the certainty of the transfor- 
mation which it involves. Indeed, the overwhelming 
strength of the Romish cause depends less upon the 
influence of its priesthood (however considerable), than 
on the peculiar adaptation of its theological system to 
the pride, infirmities, and depraved appetites of our 
fallen nature; at the same time that, with an incon- 
sistency worthy of, though not peculiar to itself, but in 
strict conformity with ancient heathenism, it openly 
renounces the great scriptural doctrine of justification 
by faith only, and practically builds noinconsiderable por- 
tion of hope for eternity upon the rotten and fallacious 
substratum of human merit, consisting, as that merit is 
made to do, not so much in an inward change of heart, 
as in an outward round of ritual observances, which 
leave the heart in its original state of nature. The 
Romish hierarchy is, doubtless, the outer ditch and 
, rampart which defend the strongholds of Popery ; but 
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the tower of strength, the impregnable citadel within, 
is the sensual and secular character of the Romish 
system, whose worldly, accommodating, and seductive 
spirit, sufficiently accounts for the numerous converts 
which that creed is even now daily acquiring in our 
own free and enlightened country. 

The founders of this antiscriptural system, aware of 
the importance of enlisting human nature on their side, 
not only set up other objects of worship than are re- 
vealed in the sacred Scriptures, but invested the chief 
object of adoration, as approached through other media- 
tors than Christ, and through a sacrificing priesthood, 
and fanatical austerities, with another character than is 
assigned to him in the covenant of grace; while to the 
priesthood itself was assigned the power of working 
miracles, even down to this hour, (that of transubstan- 
tiation in particular,) for which power there exists no 
warrant whatever in Scripture. This system, connect- 
ing as it did, the errors of an antiscriptural church 
with the pretensions of a corrupt priesthood, indisso- 
lubly bound to its spiritual heads the several members 
of the laity, who may continue in her communion to the 
end of time; and this not by a mere political compact, 
which many subsequent changes might and would have 
affected, but by the strong and permanent bond of their 
common creed, by their mutual interests in time, and 
by their united hopes for eternity. 8 He Hs 
They further connected with this spiritual relationship 
of the two classes, the full belief that the Church of 
Rome, being the universal mother and mistress of all 
other churches, and the professors of every other faith 
being absolutely out of the pale of salvation, a tempo- 
ral as well as spiritual headship and authority does 
more or less of right belong to her; and that, however 
the power to enforce that right may be occasionally in 
dispute or abeyance, the right itself, notwithstanding, 
remains unaffected, and may, therefore, with the means 
of asserting it, be revived to-morrow. 

In close alliance with this assumption, is the un- 
revoked power to which that church still lays claim, 
and which at this hour no layman of her faith (who 
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receives her own councils and canons as authority,) 
dares dispute, that she both lawfully may, and is con- 
scientiously obliged to persecute the members of other 
creeds, if not by fire and sword, as of old, yet by other 
means perhaps not less formidable than death itself. 
In short, ‘the religion and policy” of the Church of 
Rome, as Lord Clarendon has undeniably established 
in his unanswered and unanswerable work on that sub- 
ject, are so inseparably interwoven with each other, 
that the alliance between the clergy and the laity of 
that church is rendered absolutely indissoluble by any 
merely secular solvents ; the compact being of such a 
nature as can only be dissolved in the case of those 
members of the system, who, having their eyes at 
length opened to discover the destructive character of 
the Romish apostacy, are led to cast off the galling 
yoke of priestly usurpation.— Literary Extracts, by 
John Poynder, Esq. 


THE PERSECUTED CONVERTS AT DINGLE. 


In the beginning of February, the Rev. H. H. Beam- 
ish, who officiates in Trinity Chapel, Conduit-street, 
London, invited such members of his congregation as 
sympathized with the much abused and persecuted 
Irish converts from Romanism at Dingle, Achill, and 
Newcastle, to meet together in Sackville-street, and 
form an Association for their relief. Weare happy in 
being able to state, that a very interesting meeting 
took place in the following week, and that an Associa- 
tion was formed, according to the design of the Rev. 
H. H. Beamish, having for its President Viscount Bar- 
nard, and having also five Vice-presidents, and a 
Committee consisting of fifteen gentlemen belonging to 
Trinity Chapel congregation. In the subsequent week, 
a Ladies’ Association was formed for the same excellent 
object. In the course of the first ten days, nearly 
£100 were subscribed. We trust that this good exam- 
ple will be followed by many other ministers and con- 
gregations in different parts of England. 
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THE ROMANISM OF ITALY. 


A LITTLE work, with the above cited title, has re- 
cently been published by Sir Culling Eardley Smith, 
Bart., which has already had an extensive circulation, 
and which we cordially recommend to our Protestant 
friends. We find inserted in it, p. 32, the history of 
one of the five saints who were canonized in 1839, 
whence we learn that the Papal Church is just as fruit- 
ful in lying wonders at the present day, as she was in 
the middle ages. ‘‘ She was born, we learn from her 
biographers, at Marcatello, in the states of the Church, 
on the feast of St John the Evangelist, 1660. Her 
future sanctity was foreshadowed in her infancy—at 
six months old, seeing a picture representing the Holy 
Trinity, she left her mother’s arms of her own accord, 
and, without any assistance, walked to it, and with 
many signs of reverence, remained as if enchanted be- 
fore it ;’—(the idea that a miracle would be wrought 
to sanction idolatry is preposterous—the above miracle 
is thus at once convicted of being a lyiny wonder ;)— 
‘*at eighteen months old, seeing a shopkeeper use a false 
measure, her tongue was loosed, and she cried out with 
a clear voice, ‘act fairly, for God sees you.’ At four 
years old, the viaticum being brought to her mother 
on her death bed, she earnestly begged to receive the 
sacrament, and when the priest refused, she argued the 
point with him, saying, that he might safely break off 
a portion from the part intended for her mother, as 
Jesus is present in the smallest fragment of it. About 
the same time, she gave both her shoes to a begging 
pilgrim ; one of the shoes stuck fast on the arch over 
the doorway, on which the pilgrim rose to more than 
human height to reach it, and our Lady appeared soon 
after with the shoes in her hand, shining with rich 
jewels, and told her that she was the pilgrim, and that 
Christ had adorned them in that manner;” (as this 
miracle is designed to uphold and recommend the ido- 
latrous veneration of the Virgin Mary, we cannot 
hesitate to reprobate it as another lying wonder.) 
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‘When she grew up, notwithstanding the opposition 
of men and Satan, she became anun. In the monas- 
tary she filled every office in an exemplary manner ; 
and while she was housekeeper, the ‘ cheese, eggs, and 
fish were miraculously multiplied” On St. Augustine’s 
day, she saw our Saviour in glory, and St. Augustine 
presented her with a cup, which he said was given to 
her by Almighty God ; the liquor immediately boiled 
over, and was collected by angels in golden vessels, and 
it was explained to her that the liquor was her torments 
for the love of God, and the golden vessels expressed 
their value.” Passing over the intermediate puerilities, a 
mild name for them, we come to a piece of blasphemy, 
which we must wonder that even Rome would publish 
in London in the year 1839. God “gave her to know 
ab intra that he wished to be espoused to her.’ In 
inviting her to his marriage, Jesus frequently appeared 
to her as a beautiful infant, and on one occasion 
shewed her a jewel fixed in the wound of his side, 
which he told her was formed of her sufferings ; (this 
lying wonder is designed to recommend the fanaticism 
of Romish devotees; indeed, almost all the miracles in 
the lives of the Romish saints are calculated to uphold 
the priesteraft, superstition, idolatry, and blasphemy of 
the Romish Church.) On the feast of the Annuncia- 
tion, our Lady prepared her for her marriage by an 
intellectual vision, ‘fin which she saw the great Queen 
of angels enthroned.’ In answer to the prayer of St. 
Catherine of Sienna, and St. Rosa of Lima, that she 
would consent to her espousals with her Divine Son, 
‘our Lady sweetly replied that they should be brought 
about.” Onthe 10th of April, 1694, our Lord ap- 
peared to her, and shewing her the nuptial ring, in- 
vited her to his marriage next day. When the day 
azrived, as she approached the altar, she heard the 
angels singing, ‘‘Veni, spousa Christi,’’—‘‘ Come, 
spouse of Christ.” She beheld our Lord sitting on a 
gold throne, and our Lady on an alabaster one; and 
St. Catherine and St. Rosa conducted her to their feet, 
and put upon her splendid robes over her usual reli- 
gious habit. Our Lord had a beautiful gem in each of 
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his wounds; in that of his side, was the marriage ring. 
Our Lord intoned the words, ‘‘ Veni, Spousa,’— 
“ Come, Spouse,” which the whole court took up; our 
Lord made a sign to his mother, upon which the nup- 
tial garment, a magnificent mantle covered with gems, 
and of different colours, was substituted for Veronica's 
previous dress; at last, the heavenly Queen commanded 
her to stretch out her hand to St. Catherine, which 
Jesus took, and together with Mary, ever-blessed, 
placed the ring on her finger, and blessed it. Thus 
ended the mystic ceremony of her espousals. Two 
years later, 1696, her loving spouse rewarded her love 
and constancy by a wound which he made in her heart. 
In the holy infant’s hand, she seemed to see a golden 
rod, tipped with fire; he placed the opposite end 
against his own heart, and the point, against hers, 
which was pierced through and through. She put a 
linen on the wound, which was immediately covered 
with blood. Her confessor ordered her to examine the 
wound, and she found that it was large enough to ad- 
mit the blade of a good-sized knife!!! It was also 
examined by several of her companions and confessors, 
as is attested in the processes.’—Such are the lying 
miracles by which Roman Catholics at the present day 
are seduced into the belief that the corruptions and 
idolatries of their church are sanctioned by God. 
English Protestants are much indebted to Sir C. E. 
Smith, for his exposure of Romish imposture ; and we 
trust that he will give some account of what he 
witnessed of Romish idolatry at Rome, and in Italy. 
The Roman Catholic book from which these lying 
wonders are extracted, is entitled, ‘‘ Lives of St. Al- 
phonsus Lignori,” &c., whose canonization took place 
on Trinity Sunday, May 26, 1839. (London : Dolman, 
1839.) Sir C. E. Smith was unable to lay his hand on 
the account of the beatification of Maria Francesca ; 
but, if we mistake not, we possess the processes them- 
selves of it, which were printed at Rome. We shall 
return to this subject in a future number. 
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EDUCATION. 


Many persons talk as if all that is requisite in order 
to overthrow Popery is education, ‘‘ only establish col- 
leges and educate the Romish laity,” they say, ‘ and 
the power of the church of Rome will soon be at an 
end.” It is strange that so many good people should 
thus close their eyes against experience. That an un- 
sanctified education is compatible with the cherishing 
of heathenism, idolatry and superstition, is a fact which 
none can deny with a semblance of truth. Not to 
revert to ancient Greece and Rome, Julian, the heathen 
and apostate, was a highly educated man. Thomas 
Aquinas, who conscientiously taught that /atria ought 
to be paid to the images of Christ, was an educated 
man. Leo X. was a distinguished scholar. Bossuet 
and Bourdaloue were men of first-rate erudition. Dr. 
Doyle, the late vicar apostolic, Dr. Milner, the late vicar 
apostolic, Dr. Baines, and the present vicar apostolic, 
Dr. Wiseman, &c. were and are men highly educated. 
The Benedictines have ever been celebrated for their 
learning. The Jesuits are second to none in erudition, 
and education is one of their main occupations. If it 
be said that these are the Romish clergy, let us turn 
for an instant to the Romish laity. Dryden and Pope 
were men of extraordinary and very cultivated talents. 
The late C. Butler, Esq. the celebrated Roman apolo- 
gist, was a man of no mean literary acquirements. 
T. Moore, Esq. the poet, is a person of no ordinary 
talent. No one can deny that Dr. Lingard has had a 
good education. It would be straining a point to say 
that Messrs. O’Connell, Sheil, Wise, &c. are altogether 
uneducated. But as if to refute for ever the notion 
that classics and literature and logic, and what is gene- 
rally termed a good University education are an infal- 
lible recipe for bringing Romanists out of the church 
of Rome into the Reformed church, the Z’ractarians have 
proved that a first-rate education at the University of 
Oxford will not suffice to prevent accomplished scholars, 
men crammed up to their ears and eyes with Greek 
and Latin, the classics, and the fathers, and logic, 
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from quitting the Reformed church, and approaching, 
and in some instances even plunging into the miry 
pool of Romish idolatry. A scriptural education, when 
sanctified by the grace of God, has rescued many vic- 
tims from error and superstition ; but a merely learned 
education, not unfrequently renders those who partake 
of it, who previously were only satanized, after they 
have added literary pride to their other vices, subsatan- 
ized and supersatanized. 


THE WAY TO THE KINGDOM PREPARED. 


When God sends men to enter his kingdom, they 
cowardly excuse themselves, as Israel did. There be 
giants, the sons of Anak. There are principalities and 
powers to withstand us. Christ answers, I have slain 
them on my cross. There is a great red dragon, I have 
chained him sure enough. That blessed angel, who 
hath the key of the bottomless pit, and a great chain 
in his hand, hath bound the dragon, the old serpent, 
for ever. But there is a fortification of the law against 
us. Saith Christ, I have scaled that fort, performed 
full obedience to the law, and given full satisfaction to 
justice for you. But there is a deep trench,—a sea of 
glass before the throne,—none shall be got over that to 
the kingdom. Be of good cheer, I have overcome the 
world. But there is a high wall and mighty gates, too 
high to climb over, and too thick to break through. 
You need not attempt such a course, for the gates are 
set open,—the gates of it shall no more be shut at all. 
But there wants room for so many as thou invitest to 
this kingdom. No, in my Father’s house are many 
mansions,—there is room enough for you all. Thus is 
this entrance ready for us. God grant we may be ready 
for this entrance.— Old Puritan Writer. 
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HORRORS OF THE INQUISITION. 


A Mr. Kellogg, of Illinois, United States, in a letter 
to the Western Citizen, published at Chicago, Illinois, 
gives the following report of a lecture on the destruc- 
tion of the Inquisition at Madrid, delivered by Colonel 
Lemanouski, in the cabin of a steam-boat in which they 
were fellow: passengers. 

Colonel Lemanouski was for many years an officer 
under Napoleon, and is now a highly esteemed minister 
of the Lutheran Church in the United States. 

In the year 1809, being then at Madrid, my attention 
was directed to the Inquisition in the neighbourhood of 
that city. Napoleon had previously issued a decree for 
the suppression of this Institution wherever his victori- 
ous troops should extend their arms. I reminded Mar- 
shal Soult, then Governor of Madrid, of this decree, who 
directed me to proceed to destroy it. I informed him 
that my regiment, the 9th of the Polish Lancers, were 
insufficient for such a service, but that if he would give 
me two additional regiments I would undertake the 
work. He accordingly gave me the two required regi- 
ments, one of which, the 117th, was under the com- 
mand of Colonel de Lile, who is now, like myself, a 
minister of the Gospel. He is pastor of one of the 
Evangelical churches in Marseilles. With these troops 
I proceeded forthwith to the Inquisition, which was 
situated about five miles from the city. The Inquisition 
was surrounded by a wall of great strength, and de- 
fended by about four hundred soldiers. When we ar- 
rived at the walls, I addressed one of the sentinels, and 
summoned the holy fathers to surrender to the Imperial 
army, and open the gates of the Inquisition. The sen- 
tinel who was standing on the wall appeared to enter 
into conversation for a few moments with some one 
within, at the close of which he presented his musket 
and shot one of my men. This was a signal for attack, 
and I ordered my troops to fire upon those who appeared 
on the wall. 

It was soon obvious that it was an unequal warfare. 
The walls of the Inquisition were covered with the sol- 
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diers of the holy office; there was also a breast-work 
upon the wall, behind which they kept continually, only 
as they partially exposed themselves as they discharged 
their muskets. Our troops were in the open plain, and 
exposed to a destructive fire. We had no cannon, nor 
could we scale the walls, and the gates successfully re- 
sisted all attempts at forcing them. I saw that it was 
necessary to change the mode of attack, and directed 
some trees to be cut down and trimmed, and brought on 
the ground to be used as batteringrams. Two of these 
were taken up by detachments of men, as numerous as 
could work to advantage, and brought to bear upon the 
walls with all the power which they could exert, regard- 
less of the fire which was poured upon them from the 
walls. Presently the walls began to tremble, and under 
the well-directed and persevering application of the ram, 
a breach was made, and the Imperial troops rushed into 
the Inquisition. Here we met with an incident which 
nothing but Jesuitical effrontery is equal to. The Inqui- 
sitor-General, followed by the father confessors in their 
priestly robes, all came out of their rooms as we were 
making our way into the interior of the Inquisition, and 
with long faces, and their arms crossed over their breasts, 
their fingers resting on their shoulders, as though they 
had been deaf to all the noise of the attack and defence, 
and had but just learned what was going on, they ad- 
dressed themselves in the language of rebuke to their 
own soldiers, saying, ‘‘ Why do you fight our friends 
the French 2” 

Their intention, apparently, was to make us think 
that this defence was wholly unauthorized by them, 
hoping if they could produce in our minds a belief that 
they were friendly, they should have a better opportu- 
nity, in the confusion and plunder of the Inquisition, to 
escape. ‘This artifice was too shallow, and did not suc- 
ceed. I caused them to be placed under guard, and all 
the soldiers of the Inquisition to be secured as prisoners. 
We then proceeded to examine the prison-house of hell. 
We passed through room after room, found altars and 
crucifixes and wax candles in abundance, but could dis- 
cover no evidences of iniquity being practised there— 
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nothing of those peculiar features which we expected to 
find in an Inquisition. Here was beauty and s % 
and the most perfect order on which my eyes ever 
rested. The architecture—the proportions were ‘ 
The ceiling and floors of wood were scoured and highly 
polished. The marble floors were arranged with a strict 
regard to order. There was everything to please the 
eye and gratify a cultivated taste; but where were those 
horrid instruments of torture of which we had been told, 
and where those dungeons in which human beings were 
said to be buried alive ? We searched in vain. 

fathers assured us that they had been belied—that we 
had seen all; and I was prepared to give up the search, 
convinced that this Inquisition was different from others 
of which I had heard. 

But Colonel de Lile was not so ready as myself to give 
up the search, and said to me, ‘*Colonel, you are com- 
mander to-day, and as you say soit must be, but if you 
will be advised by me, let this marble floor be examined 
more. Let some water be brought in and poured upon 
it, and we will watch and see if there is any place 
through which it passes more freely than others.” I 
replied to him, ‘‘ Do as you please, Colonel,” and or- 
dered water to be brought accordingly. The slabs of 
marble were large and beautifully polished. When the 
water had been poured over the floor, much to the dis- 
satisfaction of the Inquisitors, a careful examination was 
made of every seam in the floor, to see if the water 
passed through. Presently Colonel de Lile exclaimed that 
he had found it. By the side of one of these marble slabs 
the water passed through fast, as though there was an 
opening beneath. All hands were now at work for fur- 
ther discovery. The officers with their swords, and the 
soldiers with their bayonets, seeking to clear out the 
seam and raise up the slab. Others with the butts of 
their muskets striking the slab with all their might to 
break it, while the priests remonstrated against our de-| 
secrating their holy and beautiful house. While thus 
engaged, a soldier who was striking with the but end of 
his musket struck a spring and the marble slab flew up. 
Then the faces of the Inquisitors grew pale, and as Bel- 
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shazzar when the hand appeared writing on the wall, so 
did these men of Belial shake and quake in every bone, 
joint, and sinew. We looked beneath the marble slab, 
now partly up, and we saw a staircase. I stepped to the 
table and took from the candlestick one of the candles, 
four feet in length, which was burning, that I might ex- 
plore what was before us; as I was doing this I was 
arrested by one of the Inquisitors, who laid his hand 
gently on my arm, and with a very demure and holy 
look, said, ‘My son, you must not take that with 
your profane and bloody hand; it is holy.’’ ‘‘ Well, 
well,” said I, ‘‘I want something that is holy to see 
if it will not shed light on iniquity; I will bear the 
responsibility.” I took the candle and proceeded 
down the staircase. I now discovered why the water 
revealed to us this passage. Under the floor was a 
tight ceiling, except at the trap-door, which could not 
be rendered close; hence the success of Colonel de 
Lile’s experiment. As we reached the foot of the stars, 
we entered a large square room, which was called the 
Hall of Judgment. In the centre of it was a large 
block, and a chain fastened to it. On this they had 
been accustomed to place the accused, chained to this 
seat. On one side of the room was one elevated seat, 
ealled the throne of judgment. This the Inquisitor- 
General occupied, and on either side were seats less 
elevated for the holy fathers, when engaged in the 
solemn business of the Holy Inquisition. From this 
Toom we proceeded to the right, and obtained access to 
small cells, extending the entire length of the edifice ; 
and here, what a sight met out eyes! How has the 
benevolent religion of Jesus been abused and slandered 
by its professed friends. 

These cells were places of solitary confinement, where 
the wretched objects of inquisitorial hate were confined 
year after year, till death released them of their suffer. 
ings, and there their bodies were suffered to remain 
until they were entirely decayed, and the rooms had 
become fit for others to occupy. To prevent this prac- 
tice being offensive to those who ocupied the Inqui- 
sition, there were flues or tubes extending to the open 
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air, sufficiently capacious to carry off the odour from 
those decaying bodies, In these cells we found the 
remains of some who had paid the debt of nature ; 
some of them had been dead apparently but a short 
time, while of others nothing appeared but their bones, 
still chained to the floor of their dungeon. In others 
we found the living sufferer of every ange, and of both 
sexes, from the young man and maiden to. those of 
threescore and ten years, all as naked as when they 
were born into the world. Our soldiers immediately 
applied themselves to releasing these captives of their 
chains, stripped themselves in part of their own clothing 
to cover these wretched beings, and were exceedingly 
anxious to bring them up to the light of day. But 
aware of the danger, I insisted on their wants being 
supplied, and being brought gradually to the light as 
they could bear it, 

When we had explored these cells, and opened the 
prison doors of those who yet survived, we proceeded to 
explore another room on the left. Here we found the 
instruments of torture of every kind which the inge- 
nuity of men or devils could invent. At the sight of 
them the fury of our soldiers refused any longer to be 
restrained. They declared that every inquisitor, monk, 
and soldier of the establishment deserved to be put to 
the torture. We did not attempt any longer to re- 
strain them. They commenced at once the work of 
torture with the holy fathers. I remained till I saw 
four different kinds of torture applied, and then retired 
from the awful scene, which terminated not while one 
individual remained of the former guilty inmates of this 
ante-chamber of hell, on whom they could wreak re- 
venge. As soon as the poor sufferers from the cells of 
the Inquisition could with safety be brought out of 
their prison to the light of day (news having been 
spread far and near, that numbers had been rescued 
from the Inquisition,) all who had been deprived of 
friends by the holy office, came to inquire if theirs were 
among the number. 

Oh, what a meeting was there! About a hundred 
who had been buried alive for many years, were now 
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restored to the active world; and many of them found 
here a son and there a daughter—here a sister and 
there a brother—and some, alas! could recognize no 
friends. The scene was such that no tongue can de- 
scribe. When this work of recognition was over, to 
complete the business in which I had engaged, I went 
to Madrid and obtained a large quantity of gunpowder, 
which I placed underneath the edifice, and in its vaults ; 
and as we applied the slow match, there was a joyful 
sight to thousands of admiring eyes. Oh! it would 
have done your heart good to see it; the walls and 
massive turrets of that proud edifice were raised to- 
wards the heavens, and the Inquisition of Madrid was 
no more. 


THE PAPACY. 


*« That deepest conception and mightiest achievement 
of Satan, into which he hath admitted the whole canon 
of truth, and yet contrived that it should teach only 
error ; into which he hath admitted the whole revelation 
of light, and yet contrived that it should breed only foul 
and pestilent darkness. Oh, it is an ample net for 
catchmg men: a delusion and bondage made for the 
world ! No partial error like that of the Gnostics, framed 
out of mystic imaginations, or that of the Arians, framed 
out of the proud arguments of reason; or that of the 
Munster Anabaptists, framed out of the licentiousness 
of the will; but a stupendous deception, and universal 
counterfeit of truth, which hath a chamber for every 
natural faculty of the soul, and an occupation for every 
_ energy of the natural spirit. Pagan Rome is Satan's 
work, constructed with his own materials of ambition, 
arms, policy, and knowledge ; but Papal Rome is 
Satan’s work constructed with the materials of God re- 
vealed in his Holy Word.” 


The Journal des Bruxelles concludes an account of 
the religious movement in England in the following 
terms :—“ The re-action which has taken place in Eng- 
land against Puseyism does not alarm us in the least. & 
crisis was inevitable, and has arrived sooner than Wa 
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expected. But is that a misfortune? No: Puseyism 
is attacked, its opponents seek to obstruct its deyelop- 
ment, and it will be necessarily obliged to act on the 
defensive. Now, the struggle which is about to com- 
mence will be characterized by the same circumstance 
which attended the discussion of the principles of the 
Puseyites. ‘These individuals will stand firm, and in- 
voluntarily, perhaps, unconsciously, be led to confound 
their cause with the Catholic one, which is already their 
own, although they do not acknowledge that fact.” 


PAPAL PERSECUTIONS. 


After the Irish massacre of 1641, Pope Urban VIII. 
issued a bull to the Roman Catholics of Ireland, of 
which the following is a translation ;— 

* Urbanus Octavus, &c. 

“‘ Having taken into our serious consideration the 
great zeal of the Irish towards the propagation of the 
Catholic Faith, and having got certain notice how, 
in imitation of their godly and worthy ancestors, they 
endeavour by force of arms, to deliver their enthralled 
nation from the oppression of heretics, and gallantly to 
do what lieth in them, to rxTirpaTeE and totally root 
out these workers of iniquity, who, in the kingdom of 
Treland, had infected the mass of Catholic purity with 
the pestiferous leaven of their heretical contagion ; We, 
therefore, being willing, with the gifts of those spiritual 
graces whereof We are ordained the only disposers on 
earth, and by virtue of that power of binding and loosing 
of souls, which God was pleased to confer on us, to all 
and every one of the faithful Christians in the aforesaid 
kingdom of Ireland, and now for the time militating 
against heretics, do grant full and plenary indulgence 
and absolute remission of all their sin. Desiring 
heartily all the faithful in Christ, now im arms, to be 
partakers of this most precious treasure.” 

Dated at Rome, Vatican of St. Peter’s Palace. May 
25, 1643. 

Dr. Troy, the late Roman Catholic Archbishop of 
Dublin, in an edition of the Bible, in 1816, declares 
‘ Protestants to be heretics ;’ asserts, that ‘7t 2s lam- 
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ful to break faith with heretics ;’ that ‘it ts in the 
power of the Pope to absolve subjects from their oaths 
of allegiance to a Protestant prince;’ that ‘the 
prayer of a Protestant cannot be heard.’ And in his 
exposition of chap. xvii. verse 6, and chap. xxii. ver. 
8, of the book of Revelations, he says, ‘ when Rome 
puts heretics to death, and allows their punishment in 
other countries, their blood is not called the blood of 
the saints, no more than the blood of thieves, man-hillers, 
or other malefactors, for the shedding of which no 
Commonwealth will answer.’ 

A greater mistake never existed ; a more fatal delu- 
sion was never cherished than to think that Romanism 
has changed. The Romish Church has renounced 
none of her dogmas, and abandons none of her super- 
stitions. The light of increasing knowledge has in these 
countries shamed her into something of external de- 
cency. 


EXTRACT FROM THE LETTER OF A CLERGYMAN 
AT DERBY. 

The progress of the Reformation in this district is 
very encouraging. Several Roman Catholics have 
joined the Established Church during the last year ; 
many others avow their intention of doing so, and 
among all an earnest desire to read the Scriptures is 
professed—restrained, however, from overt declaration 
by the ceaseless denunciations of their priests. 


TRANSUBSTANTIATION. 
The Papists eat the wild duck as being fish and flesh. 
They who can believe bread to be flesh, may well be 
excused for believing flesh to be fish. 


THE BAPTISMAL FONT, 


By the Rev. Jonn Cummine, D.D. Shaw, Southamp- 
ton Row, Russell Square. 
This is a practical and experimental view of baptism, and to 
Christian parents calculated to convey important information on 
a truly important subject. 


LECTURES FOR THE TIMES, 
By the Rev. Jonn Cummine, D.D. Brooks, Baker St. 


This work is a beautiful reprint of Lectures delivered by the 
reverend gentleman a short time ago, of which the sale, in a 


cheap form, was very great. 


The present impression has been rewritten and illustrated by 
notes ; and, altogether, it presents a comprehensive and complete 
view and refutation of Rumanism in principle and practice. 


PUBLICATIONS. 


1. Toe Cnurcn of Rome. 
If. Hear the Cuurcn. 


ILL. TRANSUUSTANTIATION, Host- 
Worship, Mass-Sacrifice, and 
Half-Communion, 


IV. Ane Roman Carno tes forbid- 
den to read the Hoxy Scrip- 
TURES? 

V. A Frignpiy Arprarto Roman 
CatHo.ies, in bebalf of the Re- 
formed Cathotic Chnreh. 

VL. TRANSLATION of the Creep of 
Porx Pius 1V., with Explana~ 
tory Remarks. 

VII. Ipentity of Porery and Trac- 
TARIANISM; or Pope Pins the 
Fourth’s Creed: illustrated by 
Tractarian Comments, 

VIL. The Assurpity and Nuwciry 
of the Roman and TRACTARIAN 
Ruves of Parra. 

IX. WHere was the UNiversar 
Voice of the Visine Cuurcu 
in the Nicene Ace? or, a Brief 
Sketch of the principal Heresies 
and Divisions of the Fourth and 
Fifth Centuries; designed as an 
Antidote to Tractarianism. 

X. The Question, What is Trac- 
TARIANISM % answered by an Ex- 
amination of No, 59 of the British 
Critic. 

XI. The Fanaricis™ of the 4th and 
Sth Centuries; or Tractarian Ib- 
consistency. 

XII. PatvaredJ upc ment:—The Bible 
and the teaching of the Holy 
Spirit, versus Tractarianism, Tra- 
dition, and the Catholic Voice of 

" Antiquity. 

XIII. The Contrraviction of the 
Fatuens; respectinily addressed 
to Roman Catholics and Tracta- 
rians. 

XIV, Porcartory explained & refuted, 

The above are stereotyped, and sold at 

1d. each, or 5s. per 100. 


XV. Firry Mortves for not being a 
Roman Catholic. Price 3d. 

A Manuat of the RomisH Contro-~ 
versY. Price 3d. 

The Voiceof the Biste; or the Serip- 
tures against Romanism, Price 2d. 

The Nunnery, or Popery exposed in 
her Tyranny. Price 1d. 5 

The whole of the foregoing Tracts may 
be had in one vol. price 3s. cloth. 


CuristiAN Docrrine, which treats of 
the Catholic Church. Price 2d. ~ 
A Brier Repry to “A Sure Way to 
find ont the True Religion, by the 
late Rev. T. Baddeley, a Roman 
Catholic priest,” by a Member of the 
Reformed Catholic Church. Price 6d 

The Form of ConsecRaTINe CHURCHES 
according to the Ritual of the Charch 
of Rome. Price 2d, 

The Rev. J. Cummine'’s Repiy to a 
Lecture delivered by Rev. T. Sisk, 
Roman Catholic priest, in the Town 
Hall, Woolwich. Price 2d. 

The Proresrant Carecuism. By Rev. 
T. Bagot, B.D, Price 6d, 

Snort Avpresses to the Roman Ca- 
tholics of Chelsea. By Capt, F. E. V. 
Harcourt, R.N. Price 2s. per 100, 

Suort Tracts on Transubstantiation— 
the Sacrifice of the Mass—Parga- 
tory, and Prayers for the Dead— 
Invocation of Saints and) Angels— 
Image Worship—The Rule of Faith, 
and the Hostility of the Romish 
Church to God's written word, 3d 
each, or 18. per 100. 

Downsipe Discussion between Rev. 
E. Tottenham, B.D. and Rev, J. 
Brown, Roman Catholic. priest. 
Price 6y. bds. : 

HammersmitH Discussion, between 
Rev, J. Cumming and D, French, 
Esq. Price 8s. bds. 


Sold at the Society’s Office, 8, Exeter Hall, Strand, London. Also by Nisger, 
Berners-street; Hatcuaro, Piccadilly; Srevey, Fleet-street; and Saw, 


Soathampton-row. 
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